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Rita Schwartzman 

Dear Co.tmnuirity 'Metn~.er: 
' . , 

I.tt December 2008, an Ef A. fact sheet announ~ed the ~vailability· of the Technical Assistance 
Services for Comnnm~ties (T ASC) ·program for its work at the Santa Sµsana Field Laboratory 
(SSFL) . . The TASC is fµnded and managed under a natiohal EPA contract, and provides an 
.independ~nt environmental. expert to assist the community to tinders~and EPA's work and 
provide.input into th~·process. · · · · 

· Initially, two :groµps · tpade. f~rmal ~ipr~ssip~ of .interest in receiving T AS'c services, followed 
· later by. a .tnir4. . .Jtr.otjp: · Through nUJ11erous _(Us.dµssions ·with various active members of the 
. community, J;f.A l~}~inid ~h~t t~ere wa,s q~posiiioµ to TASC. · , . 

On May 27, ?009, .a TAS.C inforination~I me~ting was att~nded by a·TASC contractor and many.· 
comm.µnity'n'ieillbirs wl.io.'. ex.press_ep ~~ongly-held oppo~ing viewpoints. While some attendees 
support~d TAS¢ .. aricfwai1ted to tecei-ye TASC services, others were opposed to TASC being 
m.ade avail~bl¢ to any group'.' . ' ' . 

' . · .. '·, ·. =: .. ! •. . • . • ~ . . ' 

. . : . 
S0JP:e.,.att~n~f~~:-.9.tf~S~?4f9.,P!e,JA~:FPr?g:~'~ ,abiHlY. to fl?d an. ind~p~pdent_tec.hruc~l advisor . 
suf~c1~ntly .quah,&.ed to r~yJ~\:V .tlie !'u~ly techni<;:~l, rndl9Iog1cal qocume.µts. Otllers claimed th?t 

. the. existin~ ~~FP)µteni_g~~bf\YQr~gfqup .~as. ~ffi~i~l;}t to n,1¢et '!,heir n~eds and protested. the. 
· additional :m~~,tµig~Jµey :wc>ul{have·t~ ·atte,qq. Sopie were . .c~mcem~~ that 1A$G 'would not be 

fo<;:µsei:l '.9ri:JiPA'i , work 1:>tit' •on long-debated sources of the ·original cqn'tamination ~nd 
challettges'.·at,:o~t cl~in,r~~· P_?;St h~alth·impacts. · . · . 

. / 

EPA sp,¢~t :-2~.n~ig~f~~ie : #m6_ ;c'qrisi~:~tjng all .~f the ~omin~nts received at the informational 
meeting, . and~!hi.:tj.q~,· pl,\q~~,:PJits . ~~_:di,re~t coiwersati~ns.: BP A attenipted to find a process to 
provide.TASC s~rvi'¢~~ thanvas iri¢lusive. of vatjous perspectives while addressing concerns. 

B.ased d~ ) igajfic~f~pp9.~Hi,9Th Jg J~~9, ·E,P ~ Reg.iqp DC· h~~ -d~fi~~d no~. to provide TASC 
· , · servic,~.s·. fo* :it~j"adiol6gic.~l stjfyey~~o'rk ·at the S$.:FL, at the presenttime: EPA remains open to 

· · proy~~~#i, tA~t. ·sery:i~el i't an:c~pptbi>nat~ pro9·~s$ c~ be es·tabt,shect or' potentially fo1ct~ into 
th¢ pµ,bJfcfp~!cipaticm eff9It.s . <;>f the S!f1t~ agency thc1t has l~ad respori$ibility for the cleanup, 
DT~C. . . 
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·EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
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